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GETTING READY FOR COLLEGE BEGINS IN THIRD GRADE
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By Carol Castellano
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Through years of advocacy for families, author Carol Castellano began to notice that the education of many blind/visually impaired children went off track in third or fourth grade.  She also observed that as the children began to fall further and further behind, no one was thinking about a plan to get the child caught up.  If a child couldn’t do grade-level math and reading when in third grade, and he or she kept falling behind, how would that child ever to be able to handle algebra and college-prep English?  

Instead of accepting a lower standard of education for blind/VI children, Getting Ready for College Begins in Third Grade empowers parents with a plan for getting and keeping the child’s education on track and for teaching the additional life skills necessary for an independent future.

Written for parents of pre-K through middle school students, the book includes chapters on High Expectations, Academics, Independent Living Skills, Independent Movement and Travel, Social Awareness and Social Skills, and Developing Self-Advocacy Skills: the Pursuit of a Normal Life.

Highlights of Getting Ready for College Begins in Third Grade include:

· A unique method for analyzing academic problems and creating a practical, detailed remediation plan based on the expectation of catching the child up.  Helpful, clear diagrams bring into focus the array of issues involved.

· Independent movement and travel ideas for developing basic concepts, spatial awareness, and the child’s store of knowledge.  How to use the guided discovery method.  Activities for very young children and children having a difficult time learning mobility concepts.  Ideas for developing independent mobility in school.  

· A powerful chapter on social awareness and social skills that includes ideas for developing the child’s personality and teaching conversation skills. 

· A common sense, easy-to-use approach for teaching independent living skills, including a section on how to develop time awareness and time management in your child.
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www.blindchildren.org[image: image2.jpg]Carol Castellano is the author of Making It
Work: Educating the Blind/Visually
Impaired Student in the Regular School
and Because Books Matter: Reading
Braille Books with Young Blind Children
and coauthor of The Bridge to Braille:
Reading and School Success for the
Young Blind Child. Her work has been rec-
ognized internationally and appears on
blindness services websites of countries
around the world. Carol makes presenta-
tions for parents and teachers across the
country and has served as an advisor for
the Teacher of the Blind/Visually Impaired Program at The College of New
Jersey. She currently serves as President of the National Organization of
Parents of Blind Children and President of Parents of Blind Children-NJ.

Carol’'s daughter, totally blind and now a young adult, is a college graduate.

Getting Ready for College Begins in Third Grade provides an
approach to the development and education of blind/visually
impaired children, based on the concept of equal expectations
and the right to equal opportunity. A main focus of the book is
how to get and keep the child’s education on track and how to
create a remediation plan if things have gone wrong. With
chapters on high expectations, academics, independent living
skills, independent movement and travel, social awareness
and social skills, and developing self-advocacy skills, the book
encourages parents to look toward the future without fear and
equips them with the information they need in order to raise
their blind/VI child for an independent life.

"This book opens up new and exciting ways for parents to
alter outdated thinking and raise expectations for their
blind children at home and in their children’s community."
—Barbara Shalit, MEd,

Teacher of the Visually Impaired
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