SUCCESS STORIES

Quality Services and Initiatives Implemented by WSSB
WSSB has had a very rich history of providing quality services to blind and visually impaired (BVI) children within the state of Washington. Below is just a small sample of some of the successes that have occurred over the past 15 years:

· Successful Graduates: Tracking of all graduates since 1998 show a range of 55-82% success rate compared to national figures of 50-70% unemployment in the blind community. (employed, involved in post-secondary education, & all service provision in place for terminally ill students)
· Parent and District Satisfaction: Since 1993, WSSB has been collecting quality information on programs and the services that are provided. WSSB consistently receives ratings of 4.5 or higher in almost all service areas, based on a 5.0 scale.

· Implementation of a 24-hour IEP System: This provided the staff/school the opportunity to focus on its strength in being able to provide intensive 24-hour services for children and accomplishing a tremendous amount in a relatively short period of time.
· Self-Medication Program: If BVI children are going to be independent, all aspects of independence needs to be addressed. WSSB is one of the few schools in the country that has implemented this. 

· Outreach Expansion: Providing services throughout the state and having the school be viewed as a Center of Best Practices has assisted local districts in meeting the needs of BVI children. WSSB has contracts with up to 1/5th of the school districts in the state for itinerant vision services. This service continues to grow based upon the availability of highly qualified teachers of the BVI.
· Summer School Program: WSSB provides summer school programs to children from throughout the state that are not in attendance during the school year.  This includes assistive technology, sports, etc.
· Youth Employment Solutions I (YES I):  Summer school opportunities for students ages 14-16 in the area of career education and job skill development.  This program is in partnership with the Department of Services for the Blind (DSB) and has led to YES II, which is a six-week program run by DSB in the Seattle area during the summer with a focus on 16+ age students in on the job training.
· Technology Statewide Center: WSSB was successful in developing a statewide technology center for BVI children that provides software, equipment, and training to students and educators.  Successfully negotiated statewide contracts on JAWS for many BVI students in LEAs, which have resulted in huge savings for districts and reduced down time for students.
· Braille Access Center: Washington was the first state to have braille on demand for public documents (1993).  This partnership with the Office of the State Printer, Corrections, Correctional Industries, Department of Information Services, and Tacoma Community College has led to thousands of dollars in savings to local districts and the state, while tremendously improving access. Over 12 million pages of braille produced since operations began.
· Instructional Resource Center: Relocated on the WSSB campus, resulting in the blending of OSPI federal funding, WSSB, state, and private funding resulting in improved services for children. A state-of-the-art facility houses this program, which includes an on-line database/web system. Over the past three years 100% of students have their materials on time.
· High Tech Campus and Services: Leadership has helped secure funding to keep WSSB on the cutting edge in this important area.  This not only addresses access and communication devices and training for students and staff, but also for the operation of campus facility and the safety of children and staff.
· Quality On Campus Education Programs Provided by Quality Staff:  Intensive services with a focus on short-term placement, which has resulted in tremendous gains for children.
· Strong academic programs
· Strong CORE Competency Programs for the BVI
· Strong technology access programs
· Quality programs:  Preschool through 5th year transition programs
· Successful integration program with Hudson Bay High School – Vancouver School District and Clark Community College
· Extra-curricular programs geared toward confidence and self-esteem building:  Downhill Skiing, Powerlifting, Goalball, swimming, student council, a variety of clubs and organizations
· Quality staff:  nationally recognized teachers and administrators in: assistive technology, math, science, physical education, music, CORE Competencies (blindness specific skill training) & leadership. 
· WSSB teaching staff meet No Child Left Behind (NCLB) highly qualified teacher status.
· Online Digital Learning:  Starting the fall of 2003, WSSB entered distance/digital learning with a goal of being able to provide services to BVI children in a variety of classes where location would not be a factor. WSSB offers online classes, continues to work with others in development of new classes/approaches to accessible learning options.
· Video Clips on Blindness Tips – accessed by over 40,000 people per year (website and YouTube).
· Research projects with multiple University programs. [Current research with 4 major universities from throughout the country]
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Capital Project Campaign:  WSSB has virtually rebuilt the entire campus since 1990 with the demolition of non-used facilities, remodeling of current facilities, addition of new buildings, and development of new partners resulting in a more efficient use of the campus. (Currently over 50,000 people use the campus each year.)
· Partnerships:  Very little of what has been accomplished over the years would have been possible without strong partnerships on a local, state, regional and national basis.
· University of Southern Illinois (2009-2012 Computer Programming Camp)

· University of Oregon (2009-2012 Tactile Mapping)

· CANnect (2008 accessible module research)
· Purdue University (2012 STEM Research)

· Educational Testing Services (ETS)
· Regional Program Development:  Currently working on programs that open up partnerships to students in other states and providences.
· Governor’s Quality Award:
· Energy Management (2004)
· Braille Transcription Program (2002)
· Low Vision Stateside Task Force (2001) 
· Statewide Technology Center (1999)
· Microsoft Partners in Learning Award (2012)

· Community Pride Awards

· Historic Preservation/seismic stabilization - Old Main Building Restoration (1999)
· Ogden Resource Center – Photo-voltaic/eco-roof Bldg. (2003)
· Discovery Courtyard – Community Design Award (2004)
· Excellence in Concrete – state of Washington and Oregon (2004)
· Foundation:  WSSB worked with community members to develop a public non-profit foundation to help meet the unmet needs of BVI children within the state.

WSSB is always examining new and better ways to serve children both through outreach services and intensive on-campus programs. 

Helen Keller said:  “Alone we can do so little, Together we can do so much!”  This probably best describes how WSSB has worked over the past 16 years in helping to strengthen programs throughout our state.uHuHuHHHHHH
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